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Module 2 Learn to Read

In this part you are going to read two passages about musical artists and their
impact. After reading you are going to do some follow-up exercises to improve your
reading skills and enlarge your vocabulary.

e%)efore You Read

..
© Discuss the following questions with your partners.

(1) What does commercial success in music mean?
(2) Do you think musicians should pursue their Grammy Award ream? Why or why not?

(3) What should musicians focus on, popular entertainment or cultural impact?

@. Watch a video clip of the 564th Grammy Awards Concert. After watching and listening,
discuss with your classmates the questions below.

(1) How much do you know about Grammy Awards?
(2) What’s your opinion of the Grammy Awards’ criteria?
(3) What is the most important quality of a successful musical work?

%ile You Read

Read the following passage quickly and answer the questions beside the paragraphs.
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Commercial or Critical Success: the Grammy Awards

1. The famous Chinese-American Whatis the Grammy
musician Mr. Tan Dun once said that the ~Award?

Grammy Award was the life dream of

all artists in the music world. Grammy

Awards (originally called Gramophone

Award) or Grammy is an accolade by

the National Academy of Recording

Arts and Sciences of the United States to

recognize outstanding achievement in the

music industry. The annual presentation

ceremony features performances by prominent artists, and some

of the awards of more popular interest are presented in a widely

viewed televised ceremony.

2. Normally, there are four awards which are not restricted by  How many kinds of awards
genre: Album of the Year is awarded to the performer and the @€ given? What are they?
production team of a full album; Record of the Year is awarded
to the performer and the production team of a single song; Song
of the Year is awarded to the writer(s)/composer(s) of a single
song; Best New Artist is awarded to a promising breakthrough
performer who releases, during the Eligibility Year, the first eligibility 3G, 51%;
recording that establishes the public identity of that artist (which B2 EHs
is not necessarily their first proper release). Other awards are
given for performance and production in specific genres, as well
as for other contributions such as artwork and video. Special
awards are given for longer-lasting contributions to the music
industry.

3. The awards are voted on and decided by the Academy members. 0y what bases are the
In the voting rounds, Academy members are required to vote  Academy members required
based upon quality alone, and not to be influenced by sales, o vote?
chart performance, personal friendships, regional preferences or  chart Hif74%
company loyalty. The acceptance of gifts is prohibited. Members
are urged to vote in a manner that preserves the integrity of
the Academy. The Grammy Award is widely considered as the
highest achievement in music industry. Generally, most artists
who received the award feel greatly honored and proud.

4. However, the Grammy Awards has received criticism from
various recording artists and music journalists in recent years.

Glen Hansard, leader of the Irish rock group The Frames, stated
in 2008 that the Grammys represent something outside of the
real world of music “that’s fully industry based”. He said he
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wasn’t that interested in attending that year’s ceremony, even though he  What is the criticism of Glen
had been nominated for two different awards. It has also been criticized ~— Hansard on the Grammy
for generally awarding or nominating more commercially successful ~ Award?
albums rather than critically successful albums. In a 2011 article, Los

- How do you understand the
Angeles Times writer Randall Roberts was critical of the nominations for

term “music industry”’?
the 54th Grammy Awards. “The focus is still on the old music industry
model of cash-cow hits, major label investments and commercial radio. cash-cow 4R
Falling behind the times is nothing new for the Grammys, but once
they’ve lost sight of the artistry that makes music soar, they’ll not just be
irrelevant, they’ll be out of business”.
5. After winning the award, Vernon said in his acceptance speech,
“It’s really hard to accept this award. There’s so much talent out here
and there’s a lot of talent that’s not here tonight. It’s also hard to accept
because you know, when | started to make songs | did it for the inherent
reward of making songs, so I’'m a little bit uncomfortable up here.”
6. In an article for The Huffington Post, music executive and author Steve
Stoute criticized the Recording Academy and the Grammy Awards for
having “lost touch with contemporary popular culture” and noted “two
key sources” for it: “over-zealousness to produce a popular show that  over-zealousness i:f 43 #u.(>
is at odds with its own system of voting and fundamental disrespect
of cultural shifts as being viable and artistic.” Stoute accused them of  viable JJ5EnI 111y
snubbing artists with more cultural impact, citing respective losses by the
critical and commercial successes in Eminem’s The Marshall Mathers LP
(2000) and Kanye West’s Graduation (2007) in the Album of the Year
category, and stated:
7.“As an institution that celebrates artistic works of musicians, singers,
songwriters, producers and technical specialists, we have come to expect
that the Grammys upholds all of the values that reflect the very best in
music that is born from our culture. Unfortunately, the awards show
has become a series of hypocrisies and contradictions, leaving me to  hypocrisies 1}
question why any contemporary popular artist would even participate.
We must acknowledge the massive cultural impact of Eminem and Kanye
West and how their music is shaping, influencing and defining the voice
of a generation. It is this same cultural impact that acknowledged the
commercial and critical success of Michael Jackson’s Thriller in 1984”.

Mter You Read

Based on the information you have read, discuss with each other the following questions.

(1) What kind of music do you think should be recognized by the Grammy Awards?
(2) Do you agree that the Grammy Awards represents the highest achievement in the music industry?
Why or why not?
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o./lotes o

1. Tan Dun &) (1957.8.18— ) . ¥R KA, FLIEM R 7K, /£ Epr b
EHRA . IR S 5 T-Be = AR BLRAE i i K B 9 CGEram Ll H
S HAAE D A

2. National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences(NARAS) 5 [ [H 5 5% &
SARBE A R R AT — IR R BT IR PP 200 B —— M SR SR PPk o A% SR
BN “H IR TR .

Glen Hansar #4184 (1970.4.21— ) . 19704F
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T, HAME LT Hardcore Rap (BEAZULIE) o 32 2K 49 4 5 K 1) 5 % sl A2 k- B
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8. Thriller (BUZEY o Wb /R ARFLA R T2z —, RIS L B E&E& N —
sKE 4, LAT6 5000 LA R IE. HIEMH FEK1E20064E LL1A1.0414, 24
T NBEM, BER N e Hit R 4 5% K42, Thriller’sMichael Jacksoni 5 1E
RATHIER 25K MR, B K, 305 T Michael Jackson#k T HIHifr,
B gl B =
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e./lew Words e

2accolade /'zekaleid/ n. #K, R
feature /'firtfa/ v. E 3
prominent /'prominant/ adj. R, FHAK
loyalty /'loralts/ n. I
preserve /pri'ze:v/ V. TR
integrity /in‘tegriti/ n. LS, WK
soar Jean, 98/ v. T b )Y
Airrelevant /i'relivent/ adj. AFHF )
inherent /in'hisrant/ adj. It A7 6, NAER
Asnub /snab/ V. Rk, B8
*#hrases ¢
be nominated for & 2 R
be critical of ERREIRE, HEVERI: Xfeeee PRGN, Xofeeeo-- 7K1
at odds G, A2

I. Reading Comprehension

..
@ Global understanding

(1) The Grammy Awards is an accolade by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences to
recognize outstanding achievement in
A. the moving picture industry B. modern dance
C. the music industry D. drama performances
(2) How are the awards voted on and decided?
A. By the Academy members.
B. By the musicians.
C. By the producers.
D. By the investors.
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